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giving his consent if his prospective son-in-law
on his part would agree to become a Christian,
" And the Admiral, before the Sultan and all
his council, vowed himself to the Christian
faith, if the Sultan should consent." The
impatient lover soon agreed, and Constance
accordingly set sail for Saracenland under
escort of " a cardinal bishop, and a cardinal
priest, with a great number of clergy, and a
senator of Rome, with noble chivalry and
great and rich array, and with a great number
of Christians who went thither, some on
pilgrimage, others to take possession of
Jerusalem." The Sultan's mother, seeing her
religion in danger, determined to rid the land
of these invaders. Having made a covenant
with seven hundred Saracens, who swore to
aid her, she invited all the Christians to a
great feast, professing that she herself desired
to embrace their religion. At a given signal
the seven hundred Saracens fell upon the
unarmed guests, and of the whole number
there escaped but three young men and
Constance herself. The Sultan, the Admiral,
and the other converts were involved in the
general massacre. The three young men fled
to Rome, where they told the Emperor that
his daughter had perished with the rest.